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The University of Mississippi

TheView fromVentress
News from the College of Liberal Arts

National Scholars
Where are they now?

R

hodes. Marshall. Truman. Mitchell. Fulbright.
Goldwater. Newman. The names are synonymous
with the highest levels of academic achievement,
and College of Liberal Arts students have sought and
received these impressive accolades.
These national award winners have pursued many fields
following graduation. They practice medicine and law, serve as
corporate executives and work in public affairs. They are
involved in cutting-edge research and teach at universities; they
manage national and international magazines and newspapers.
This special section provides brief updates on some of these
distinguished alumni and a more in-depth focus on Julie Grimes
Waldorf, Sam Watson, Brandon Russell, Jesse L. White Jr., Samuel “Calvin” Thigpen, C. Damon Moore and Keyana Mitchell
Washington.
Initiated in 1902, Rhodes Scholarships fund graduate studies
at the University of Oxford in England. Records show that UM
has had 25 Rhodes scholars dating back to the early 1900s, placing UM among the top 30 in the nation for scholarship recipients. Recipients include C. Daniel Goodgame (BA 75), who held
the position of managing editor of Fortune Small Business magazine, and Marshall Bouldin (BA 82), who is a doctor in Jackson.
Shad White (BA 08) is working for a gubernatorial candidate in Jackson, with law school
next on his academic radar.
Since 1954, Marshall Scholarships also
allow Americans to seek graduate degrees in the
UK. College recipients have included J.R. Rigby
(BS 03), who attended the University of Oxford,
then completed a Ph.D. in civil engineering at
Duke and postdoc work at the University of
North Carolina. He recently returned to Oxford
Brandon Russell
(Miss.) to work in a sedimentation lab.
The Fulbright Program is an international exchange program created in
1946 to “increase mutual understanding
between the people of the United States
and the people of other countries.” In just
the past 10 years, the award has taken UM
graduates to South Africa, England, Russia,
Germany, Hungary, Croatia and Malaysia.
Bill Sharman (BA 07) joined an organizapen
tion promoting German-American relations
alvin” Thig
Samuel “C
before applying recently to graduate school

www.viewfromventress.org

Julie Grimes

Waldorf

S P e C I a L

S e C t I o n
Pages 8-9

Jesse
L

. Wh

ite Jr.

in Switzerland. Emily
Sindelar (BA 01) and Chris
Lamont (BA 02) are educators.
Lamont is assistant professor of
politics at the University of Groningen, Netherlands, and Sindelar,
Clen Dam
after working with English as a
on M. M
oore
second language programs in New York
schools, is project manager for developing English and German
language curriculum at Telelangue, a language company in Paris.
Fulbright experiences also paved a path back to Mississippi. James
Peden Jr. (BA 66), for example, practices law in Ridgeland.
The Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation awards
scholarships to college juniors who are committed to careers
in government, education or public service to provide support for graduate study. John Ates (BA 90) and Wynn
Shuford (BA 90) became lawyers. Paul Gilmore (BA 91)
is a professor of English at California State, Long Beach.
Joel Fyke (BA 05) worked at the
Washington Office on Latin America
before heading to Stanford for law
school. Russell Dallen Jr. (BA 85) is
editor-in-chief of the Latin America
Herald Tribune.
The Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship,
established in 1986, promotes science,
mathematics and engineering by supporting
the education of young scientists to
Keyana Mitchell
Washington
enter these fields of research. Adel Elsohly
(BS 06, BS 07, MS 07) is working on his Ph.D. at Columbia.
Robert Sindelar (BS 03) is teaching chemistry at Far West High
School in Oakland, Calif., and Ryan Tomlinson (BS 04) is working in a crime lab in Nashville, Tenn. Christopher Burkhalter (BS
90) is vice president of an actuarial business in Jackson.
For an in-depth look at where several national-scholarshipwinning College of Liberal Arts graduates are now, flip to
page 8.
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Wats
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Art major crosses disciplines
with graphic design

t h e
D e a n
Dean Glenn Hopkins

W

e have had, and continue to have, some
extraordinary students at the University of
Mississippi. Our special section in this
newsletter highlights those students who, over the
years, received prestigious national awards, e.g.,
Rhodes, Truman and Goldwater Scholars, and provides information about where they are now and what
they have done since graduating from the university.
The earliest student profiled received a Marshall
Scholarship in 1966, and the most recent student
received a Truman Scholarship in 2008. As you will
see, these accomplished scholars continued their
success after graduation. I found this section most
interesting and think you will, also.
For all of our students to be successful, we must
have a strong faculty, a faculty that excels in teaching,
scholarship and service. We have enjoyed a superb
faculty for many years now, and our faculty grows
stronger with each passing year. We will be sending
you a brochure later in the year that features our new
hires for 2011-12, and so I will not elaborate here
except to note that this year’s beginning faculty is as
strong a group as I have seen. Two examples will help
to illustrate this point.
The Department of English is fortunate to add
acclaimed writer Richard Ford to the faculty. A
Pulitzer-prize winning novelist and the recipient of
two PEN/Faulkner awards, Mr. Ford will return to
his native Mississippi this fall. He will teach creative
writing—an extraordinary opportunity for our
students—and continue his own impressive work,
adding much to our state’s unparalleled literary
legacy. And renowned soprano Kallen Esperian will
join the Department of Music this fall. From the
Met to La Scala, she has performed with opera
legends, including Luciano Pavarotti and Placido
Domingo, and you may have seen her as one of
the three sopranos on PBS.
Despite difficult economic times, the College of
Liberal Arts has been able to build on its long tradition
of success. You, our alumni, embody that tradition.
Your achievements validate our efforts in the College,
and we are grateful for your ongoing financial support,
which directly benefits all current and future students.
If you haven’t contributed this year, I hope you will
consider doing so. Your generosity will continue to
strengthen the College.
I hope you enjoy this newsletter. If you have
questions or comments, please let me know. And, if
you are on campus this fall, please come by Ventress
to say hello. V

Kristen Vise

K

risten Vise, an art major with a concentration
in graphic design, has gained a great appreciation for the value of interdisciplinary collaboration as it relates to design and the built environment,
the man-made surroundings that define everyday life.
The exploratory approach to education, encouraged by
the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College, the
Department of Art and the College of Liberal Arts, has
been instrumental in Vise’s realization that she is
drawn to work that combines different disciplines.
“I am excited about the possibilities of working
collaboratively with professionals from a variety of
creative disciplines,” said Vise, a native of Jackson.
“Both the connection between seemingly unrelated
things that I have learned in and out of class and my
exploratory research on collaborative environment
design projects between visual communication designers and architects have led to my interest in design that
crosses disciplinary lines.”
According to Vise, the academic culture of the
College of Liberal Arts has nurtured her creativity and
helped to change the way she views the world.
“The curriculum encourages exploration and exposure to so many ideas and subjects,” she said. “Things
I have learned in history, literature, biology, Russian,
political science, psychology, art and art history find
their way back into my art and design work.”

Robert Jordan

F r o m

Virginia Chavis, associate professor of art, complimented Vise on her creative thinking and creating life
choices that influence her design work.
“Kristen’s work is influenced by personal experiences and the world around her and not solely by what
design annuals and the Internet provide,” Chavis said.
“She travels and collects found objects, witnesses
events firsthand and then uses those items as a springboard in her research. A good designer truly understands who she is designing for and utilizes her ability
to develop thoughtful concepts.”
For an interview and slide show of Vise’s work,
visit www.viewfromventress.org. V

English, African-American studies professor
named 2011 UM Teacher of the Year

W

henever Ethel Young-Minor enters her
classroom, she brings a smile, positive attitude and enthusiasm for her subject matter that students find contagious.
Colleagues across campus
have taken notice of YoungMinor’s lively teaching style,
and alumni cite her as a
major influence on their own
successes. In April, at the
university’s 68th Honors Day
Convocation, Chancellor
Dan Jones introduced the
associate professor of English
Ethel Young-Minor
and African-American studies
as recipient of the 2011 Elsie M. Hood Outstanding
Teacher Award.
In many ways, Young-Minor is exactly the kind
of teacher the award was created to honor, Jones said.
“She takes her job seriously, but everybody notices
her infectious laugh and boundless energy when she’s
working,” Jones said. “She is noted for her uncanny
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ability to connect with students as individuals, and
that’s what makes her perfect for her role as the
senior fellow of the Luckyday Residential College.”
A member of the UM faculty since 1996, YoungMinor teaches undergraduate and graduate courses
in Southern literature and the Harlem Renaissance.
Students praise her as a powerful educator, motivator
and mentor.
“I looked forward to attending her class, and she
truly made learning an enjoyable experience,” one
student wrote in her nomination letter. Another
marveled that “Students are drawn to her lectures
like bees to a honeycomb. Her classes are described
as invigorating and seldom boring.”
The secret is to always give your best in class
because students appreciate that honesty, YoungMinor said.
“I try to show up every day with all of who I am.
I bring all my experiences, all academic knowledge,
and the students really honor that.”
To hear from Young-Minor, visit
www.viewfromventress.org. V

www.viewfromventress.org

PPL grads prepared to make a difference

T

story at www.viewfromventress.org for a full accounting of each graduate’s extensive campus involvement.)
Off campus, internships engaged students in a variety
of work environments. The department funds two
internships, the Sunflower County Freedom Project to
improve education in the Delta, and Mississippi First,
a policy organization in Jackson. Other students
sought internships on their own: Jenny Urban was an
intern with California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger;
Nick Luckett interned with the William Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation; Mary Katherine Graham
was an intern with U.S. House of Representatives
Committee on Financial Services; Matthew Henry
worked with the Scottish Parliament through a program at the University of Edinburgh.
Students have also taken what they’ve learned in
the classroom and applied it to public life. After taking Melissa Bass’s social policy class that included an
examination of charter schools, Chelsea Caveny and
Alex McClelland testified before the House Committee on Education in Jackson in support of charter
schools.
PPL students are immersed in issues that affect
the world at large through study abroad opportunities. The Lott Leadership Exchange programs took
members of this class to South Korea, Argentina,

Nathan latil

he first full class of public policy leadership
students graduated in May. Because of their
experiences in the department, ranging from
study abroad trips and internship opportunities to
leadership roles on campus and community service,
these 22 young leaders have proven they are prepared
to go on to change the state, the nation and the world
for the better.
The Department of Public Policy Leadership provides the academic program for the Lott Leadership
Institute, which is built around the concept of civic globalism—the individual and collective actions designed
to identify and address issues of public concern on a
global scale. Students must be admitted to the Lott
Leadership Institute in order to major in public policy
leadership. They are admitted on the basis of their
community involvement and record of academic
achievement.
The interdisciplinary PPL curriculum emphasizes
the global nature of responsible decision-making, the
ethical imperatives of leadership, critical thinking,
communication skills and the quantitative skills necessary for careful policy analysis. It incorporates economics, geography, history, philosophy, political
science, psychology and sociology.
“The record this first class has established goes way

Walt Davis (left), Martin Fisher, Meaghan Gandy, Diana Price, Matthew Henry, Lindsey Robinson, Katherine Watson, John Trey Nordan,
Jenny Urban and Graham Smith are members of the first graduating class of public policy leadership students.

beyond any expectations I might have had for them,”
said Robert Haws, chair of the department. “It’s a
remarkable group of students. They’ve done very well,
and in anticipation of public life, they’ve been exercising their leadership skills both on and off campus.”
On campus, PPL students have held leadership
positions in many organizations ranging from social
fraternities to Model United Nations and the Associated Student Body. (Visit the online version of this

www.viewfromventress.org

South Africa, Germany, Australia, Japan and Ecuador.
“Travelling to South Korea and Germany were
invaluable opportunities for learning beyond anything
I have experienced in the classroom,” said Katherine
Watson. “Not only did we learn about important academic topics in those nations, but we also grew in
knowledge about cultures other than our own.”
Community service was a critical learning component for the students in this graduating class. And,
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PPL students did more than volunteer hours with those
organizations—they played important leadership roles.
Elliot Warren organized a charitable event that raised
$25,000 to benefit multiple charities and set the single-

Chelsea Caveny

, a PPL graduate,
became UM’s first recipient of the prestigious
George J. Mitchell Scholarship. Read
more about this achievement at
www.viewfromventress.org.
week record for blood donated through Mississippi
Blood Services. Sarah Rogers was director of the inaugural 2011 UM Big Event community service project.
Alex McClelland served as president of Students for a
Safe Ride, helping to revamp and raise funds for the
Rebel Ride late-night campus transportation service.
Through the department, guest speakers from academia routinely visit to discuss current issues. Additionally, students have unique opportunities to talk
candidly with high-ranking public officials, including
Mikhail Margelov, chairman of the European Democrat Group of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe; Sens. John McCain, Trent Lott
and Tom Daschle; and King Abdullah II of Jordan.
While each PPL student benefits from a personalized experience in the department, the 2011 graduates
have been working together as a class, pushing each
other to succeed since their first days on campus.
“The night before classes started we all came
together at the Depot on campus for a dinner,” said
Sarah Bransford. “This proved to be just the beginning
because, as the year went on, this group of people began
to get involved on campus; today it is an amazing feeling to look around at the biggest leaders on campus and
think back to that night when we all first met.”
Four years later, these new graduates are prepared
to play defining roles in the future of the state and
nation. Several of them plan to pursue further education, including law school and master’s degree programs in education, history, accountancy and divinity.
Others will be off to work—taking jobs in Mississippi
state politics, pursuing policy work in Washington,
D.C., joining the Mississippi Teacher Corps and more.
“It has been amazing and encouraging to watch
the PPL program grow so quickly,” said Mary Katherine Graham. “There are so many more opportunities
provided now than when we started four years ago.
Part of the reason the program has grown so fast is
because people in our class created their own opportunities and paved their own way.”
To learn more about each of the 2011
graduates, visit www.viewfromventress.org. V
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Classics honor society
enhances student experiences

Opera theatre
takes 1st place

F

T

rom ancient Greek literature to the architectural marvels of Rome’s past, the classics has a pull
that to some is very hard to ignore. Luckily, for
students whose interest is piqued, the university is
home to one of the country’s oldest active chapters of
the classics honor society Eta Sigma Phi.
Eta Sigma Phi, founded at UM in the mid-1920s,
seeks to develop and promote interest in classical
study and to stimulate interest in the history, art and
literature of ancient Greece and Rome. It currently
has just over 100 active members.

dents in the classics through the group’s outreach activities.
“We go to Oxford High School about once a year
and participate in a reading of the ‘Aeneid’ to raise
interest in the classics,” Penley said.
Other activities for the group include trips to see
exhibits and performances relevant to ancient Greece
and Rome, such as the replica of the Parthenon in
Centennial Park. The group hosts public lectures, film
nights and a classics game night with special versions
of Risk and Scrabble. In October and May, the organization hosts “Taste of Classics” events with readings

‘ It not only helps our students connect their studies
to the world outside the classroom but also builds

he Ole Miss Opera Theatre received first
place in the Collegiate Opera Scenes
Competition Division I (performers ages
18-22) at the National Opera Association’s
national convention in January. Finalists were
selected to perform at the national convention
by review of recorded performances.
“We picked a scene from Giacomo Puccini’s
opera ‘Gianni Schicchi,’” said Julia Aubrey, director
and associate professor of music. “We did two performances, one in English and one in Italian, to be
more competitive. At the final, we competed against
two other groups and won first place.”
To see the ensemble perform, visit
www.viewfromventress.org.

community within the department as our students
share their enthusiasm for classics with one another.’
— M o lly Pa sc o - P r a n g e r

of Greek and Latin poetry on the steps of Bryant Hall
and free samples of Mediterranean food.
“This honor society is more than just a ‘feather in
the cap’ for classics students,” said Molly Pasco-Pranger, assistant professor and student adviser to the organization. “It not only helps our students connect their
studies to the world outside the classroom but also
builds community within the department as our students share their enthusiasm for classics with one
another. And it gets better every year.” V

Joe Worthem

One member is senior Hannah Penley, a classics
and English double major from Dallas.
“I’ve been a classics major since I started as a freshman. I began taking Latin courses in the third grade at
a classical elementary school and continued through
high school and here at Ole Miss,” Penley said.
Although Latin originally drew her to the classics
department, she quickly found herself interested in the classical civilizations side of the major. That interest led her to
Eta Sigma Phi, where she strives to educate younger stu-

Religion, philosophy internships prepare students for work

A

Nathan latil

new internship program in the Department
of Philosophy and Religion is engaging students in real-world scenarios that allow
them to apply their academic training.
The purpose of the internship is to provide
valuable pre-professional experience and a unique
opportunity to study philosophy or religion outside of the traditional classroom. By participating in the day-to-day operations of an
organization, an intern can gain a new perspective on topics related to philosophy or
religious studies.
Sarah Moses, an instructor in religion,
organizes the program.
“Students are free to choose a placement, ranging from government positions
to private sector to nonprofit agencies, as

long as their experience can be connected
meaningfully to a topic in their academic
discipline,” she said.
Last summer, the department placed two
philosophy majors in law offices where,
among other things, they reviewed depositions and transcripts, culling them for
materials that could be used in their
employer’s arguments. By doing
this, they made use of analytic
reasoning, critical thinking and
logic, and argumentative skills
learned in their major.
Gloria Gonzalez, a
double major in phi-

losophy and religious studies from Gulfport, worked as
an archival assistant in Archives and Special Collections in the J.D. Williams Library. She spent 120
unpaid hours digitizing pictures of segregated schools
taken in the mid-1950s. As part of the academic
requirements for her internship, she researched the
ethics of digitization and the effect that the use of digital materials has on scholarly research.
After graduation in May, Gonzalez will spend the
summer as a 2011 Junior Fellow at the Library of
Congress. The internship experience helped with her
application to the master’s program in library and
information science at the University of California at
Los Angeles, where she also hopes to eventually pursue a doctoral degree in philosophy. V

Gloria Gonzalez

The View from Ventress

4

Summer 2011

www.viewfromventress.org

Senior religious studies, history major earns statewide recognition for service

P

eter Bowman Hitchens of Charlotte, N.C.,
received the GIVE award for Outstanding
Achievement by a College Student during the
2011 Governor’s Initiative for Volunteer Excellence
Awards ceremony.
The awards are sponsored by the Mississippi
Commission for Volunteer Service, in partnership
with the Office of the Governor and the state’s first
lady, Marsha Barbour.
“Haley and I applaud Bowman Hitchens for his
award, ‘Outstanding Achievement by a College Student,’” said Marsha Barbour. “Bowman has truly
made an impact on his community while being a
student at Ole Miss, and we are proud to have such
an exceptional young man here in the state of
Mississippi.”
“I am so blown away and honored to be receiving the recognition that comes from such a prestigious award as the GIVE,” said Hitchens, a
senior double major in religious studies and
history. “For me, the most rewarding part is
that all the work I have done is simply a
product of the heart that Jesus has given
me to love serving his kingdom.”
The award comes on the heels of
Hitchens’ national recognition as one of 50
semifinalists in competition for the national

Students in Service Award. Coordinated by the Washington Campus Compact and Inspireum in Bellingham, Wash., the awards recognize outstanding college
students whose volunteer efforts positively impact society and inspire others to serve.
One amazing service effort by

Hitchens that has attracted recognition is his role as
founder of the student organization UM Homeless
Outreach. The group’s projects this year included
assisting with the creation of More than a Meal, a
soup kitchen in Oxford; holding an on-campus drive
that collected enough nonperishable food items to fill
a 10-by-10-foot storage unit; and partnering with
the university to create the annual fundraiser UM
Chili Bowl for the Soul, which raised $2,350 in its
first year.
Hitchens, another UM student and two LSU
students plan to kayak the entire length of the
Mississippi River this summer to
raise funds for Oxford’s Interfaith
Compassion Ministries and a
charity organization in Baton
Rouge. Those who wish to
follow this effort in support
of these students can visit
the trip website at http://
www.awakeinthecurrent.
com/. V
First Lady Marsha Barbour
applauded the volunteer efforts
that earned UM student Bowman
Hitchens the GIVE award for
Outstanding Achievement by a
College Student.
contRibuted

UM professor, author wins major book prize

‘ tom

lat
il

third novel. Like “Hell at the Breech” and “Smonk,” it
is set in a small Southern town. A native of Dickinson,
Ala., a town of around 500 people in southcentral Alabama, Franklin possesses an
innate understanding of the collective
guilt and secret sins that lie just under
the surface of the Southern psyche.
nat
han

A

story set in a small Southern town has been
receiving national acclaim in literary circles.
The novel, “Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter,” by Tom Franklin, assistant professor of fiction
writing in the Department of English, most recently
was awarded the LA Times Book Prize in the “Best
Mystery/Thriller” category.

Franklin is an enormously talented writer and

storyteller whose novels and stories raise the reputation
of the english department…’
—IVo KamPS

The book also was nominated for a Barry Award,
an Edgar Award, a Hammett Award and a SIBA
(Southern Independent Booksellers Association)
Award. It is the recipient of the Alabama Librarians
Association Award for Best Novel.
“Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter” is Franklin’s

www.viewfromventress.org

“The South has
more than its share of
secrets—old sins that haunt us,”
Franklin said. “There are things people don’t
want to talk about because they remind us of what we
are and what we are capable of. It’s a cloud that is
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over all of us, and we are trying to get out of the
shadow of it.”
According to Ivo Kamps, professor and chair
of the English department, the
national attention Franklin’s
novel has garnered brings
acclaim to the department
and to the university.
“Tom Franklin is an
enormously talented writer
and storyteller whose novels and
stories raise the reputation of the
English department and its M.F.A.
program across the country,” Kamps
said. “Having his novel ‘Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter’ win the LA Times
Book Award after spending several weeks
on the New York Times best-seller list
firmly underscores this point and helps us
attract highly talented students to Ole Miss.”
For reviews of Franklin’s book,
visit www.viewfromventress.org. V
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All roads lead to the written word

S

potentially impacted the rest
of my life!”
On campus, Stringer has
been involved with an organization that has taken him to a very
different part of the world, Hope
for Africa. After attending his
first meeting as a freshman, he
became very committed to the
cause, which involves the sponsorship of 30 primary and secDuring his time as a UM student, Steve Stringer has traveled to Uganda as well as Paris.
ondary students in Uganda. As a
ties I have had and, honestly, made me reevaluate
member of the group, and president of the organizamy reasons for what I was working toward. It also
tion from 2009-11, he had the opportunity to travel to
educated me about sustainable solutions to world
Uganda to see firsthand the impact Hope for Africa
hunger that could have an impact here at home
was having on the students it supports through various
and could be applied to places like the Mississippi
fundraising events.
Delta.”
“Meeting the students in Uganda and seeing
Stringer plans to pursue a Master of Fine Arts
the impact education is having on their lives was
degree in screenwriting from the University of
extremely rewarding,” Stringer said. “It made me
Texas at Austin. V
appreciate my own education and the opportunicontributed

teve Stringer found his passion for writing, particularly fiction writing, in the fertile creative
environment of Oxford and the University of
Mississippi. His abilities were recognized with the
2010 Evans Harrington Creative Writing Fiction
Scholar award. This passion was further stoked
through various opportunities for travel and discovery.
Stringer, a senior English major from Ridgeland,
described one of his proudest and most formative
academic experiences: a two-week winter intersession
course, American Writers in Paris, with UM professor of English Ann Fisher-Wirth.
“I had the opportunity for the first time in college to create something entirely new,” Stringer
explained. “Rather than commenting on someone
else’s ideas, I had the freedom to express my own.
Since then, I’ve been seeking that same thrill of
creating something original by taking fiction and
poetry workshops. It has informed my senior thesis
and led me to pursue a graduate degree in fiction
writing. That short two-week period in Paris has

Biology research
sets world record

Professor’s book details rules
to limit gerrymandering

B

W

ith the new U.S. Census out, political
redistricting to reflect new population
estimates across the country is a contentious exercise that can have major implications for the
balance of political power. Political science assistant
professor Jonathan Winburn has authored a book,
“The Realities of Redistricting: Following the Rules
and Limiting Gerrymandering in State Legislative
Redistricting,” that provides insight into how to make
that process more equitable. The book examines ways
to limit the negative effects of redistricting for the voters and make the system more responsive to citizens.
“This is contentious and controversial because
robert jordan

iology students are engaging in a wide variety of
research topics as part of thesis projects for the
Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College.
One recent graduate, Martha Frances Dalton, set a
world record for tracking a great white shark during a
monthlong summer internship in South Africa that laid
the groundwork for her thesis.
“This was my first encounter with any sort of scientific research,” Dalton said. “The knowledge and firsthand experience that I acquired will stay with me as I
decide my future educational and occupational goals.
This internship also guided me in some decisions regarding the subject matter of my senior honors thesis.”
To read about Dalton’s research and other biology
thesis projects on topics ranging from the presence of bacteria in green salad to the treatment of Alzheimer’s disease, visit www.viewfromventress.org. V

contributed

Martha Frances Dalton

many see how the maps are drawn as having a direct
influence on who gets elected,” Winburn said. “People
usually think of this in terms of gerrymandering or
drawing districts to benefit one group over another.
Partisan gerrymandering benefits one party over
another, and incumbent gerrymandering helps those
already in office, regardless of party, by drawing lines
to protect themselves from potential challenges.”
Winburn argues that having certain rules in place
can limit gerrymandering regardless of partisan politics.
Specifically, protecting communities of interest is one
way to limit gerrymandering.
One example of a community of interest is counties,
which have clear, recognizable geographic boundaries.
Many states require district lines to follow county
boundaries to the fullest extent possible, and in the states
that enforce the rule, Winburn finds less evidence of gerrymandering. Mississippi has a similar rule. But legislators do not really follow it, and Mississippi lines cross
county boundaries at a high rate.
“Another area I examine is the use of independent
commissions, as the traditional method is to allow the legislature to handle the process,” Winburn said. “Much of
the reform movement across the country focuses on the
use of independent commissions. Overall, I find that they
can be successful in limiting gerrymandering, but this is
not absolutely the case.” V
Jonathan Winburn
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Supplemental Instruction helps students develop study skills

H

pilot program are
showing that SI participants are succeeding.
“Grades of A, B
and C were generally higher for SI
participants than
for nonparticipants during the
2010 fall semester,” said Nancy Wiggers, learning specialist and coordinator of the SI pilot. “Preliminary
data for the spring courses suggest that students who
participated in SI sessions received at least five more
points on examinations than those who did not participate. More importantly, students reported that SI
sessions helped them develop better study habits and
strategies in addition to higher test scores.” V

students to formulate and answer their own questions.
“After a while, you create a bond with the students,” said Alexa Lampkin, an SI leader for a biology
class. “These SI courses help them transition from
high school studying to college studying.”
A survey of students at the end of the fall semester
revealed positive feedback.
“I wish I had attended the SI sessions from the beginning,” one survey respondent stated. “I made an 80 on the
exam 1 (thought it was a fluke), then I studied even harder
to make a 70 on exam 2 (disgusting!). I started going to SI
sessions and studied about the same and made a 96 on
exam 3. I was focusing on the wrong things, and the SI
sessions helped me to focus on what I needed to.”
Another student said that “one of the best things
about SI is the skills taught were applicable to my study
habits with my friends. I would quiz them and help my
peers find answers, just like in SI sessions.”
In addition to the anecdotal evidence, data from the

elp is here for students who find their college
courses more challenging than they anticipated. The College of Liberal Arts and the Center
for Excellence in Teaching and Learning have started an
academic assistance program called Supplemental
Instruction (SI), which is geared toward helping students
in traditionally difficult courses. For the 2010-11 pilot of
this program, the courses supported by SI were introductory classes in biology, chemistry and accounting.
During voluntary SI sessions, students gather in
informal groups of five to eight to compare notes,
solve problems, discuss readings, develop study skills
and prepare for tests. Each session is led by an upperclass student who recently earned a high grade in the
course. These SI leaders receive training in teaching/
learning strategies, stay in regular contact with the
course instructor, and attend the class lectures so they
know how the material is presented in class. During
the SI session, they facilitate discussion and problem
solving, plan team-based learning activities, and allow

Professor sings praises
of Sacred Harp singing

Student focused
on clean energy

Warren Steel

M

W

www.viewfromventress.org

atthew McDowell and his custom time-offlight mass spectrometer assist Nathan
Hammer, assistant professor of chemistry
and biochemistry, and his research team in researching
clean energy through photocatalytic splitting of water
molecules. For more about his research, visit
www.viewfromventress.org. V

Matthew
McDowell

gruntled with the music industry and the concept of
musical sound as a commercial commodity that can be
bought and sold.
“Sacred Harp singers need only a songbook and an
empty room to make music together,” Steel said. “Some
singers identify with the strong theology of the poetry,
but others who may reject the theology can still admire
the conviction and eloquence of the verses, as well as that
of the music.” V
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arren Steel, associate professor of music
and Southern culture, is in the unique
position of being both a scholar of musical culture and also a participant. Steel recently
authored a book, “The Makers of the Sacred Harp,”
published by the University of Illinois Press, and he
and his wife, Anne, travel around the country participating in this unique style of singing that dates from
colonial times.
Sacred Harp singing doesn’t involve playing the harp
but rather people singing with no accompaniment. It is a
nondenominational community musical event emphasizing participation, not performance.
“Singers sit facing inward in a hollow square. Each
individual is invited to take a turn leading, standing in
the center, selecting a song and beating time with the
hand,” Steel said. “This style of singing stems from singing schools in the colonial period.
“Preserved in the rural South, Sacred Harp singing
(also called fasola singing or shape-note singing) is making a major resurgence in cities and campuses throughout North America. North Mississippi is fortunate to
have traditional all-day singings within easy driving distance. Most singings last from about 10 in the morning
till 3 in the afternoon, with an hour break at noon for
dinner on the grounds.”
Steel believes the resurgence of interest in Sacred
Harp can, in part, be traced to music lovers who are dis-
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Julie Grimes Waldorf

S e C t I o n

continued from cover

Julie Grimes Waldorf earned her B.A. in philosophy
and French in 1992, topping a string of academic
success at UM, including the Truman Scholarship,
and being the first female Newman Scholar at UM
before attending Harvard Law School, where she was
deputy editor-in-chief of the Harvard International
Law Journal.

mily

fa
Waldorf

After graduating from Harvard in 1995, Waldorf
clerked on the Fifth Circuit, then practiced corporate
law for three years at a major international law firm,
Pillsbury Winthrop, in New York City. She then
founded TravelCharts, a travel media company. She
has also worked for the U.S. Trade Representative in
the Office of Europe and the Mediterranean, USAID
in the Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance and the
NATO Information Office. Other career highlights
include serving as general counsel of The Vitamin
Shoppe and as corporate counsel for Ford Models,
the top international model management company.
Today Waldorf, who lives in New York City with
her husband, Michael, is a busy mother to two sons. She
is on the board of directors of the China Institute, where
she and her children take classes in Mandarin Chinese.
The Waldorfs recently built a house in Fulton
and donated money to build a children’s park there
that has a brought people back to the downtown
with giant art sculptures, a pavilion, a children’s
water park and playgrounds.
They have also given their time and money to
the university. Besides donating to the Ventress
Order in support of the College of Liberal Arts, the
Waldorfs have endowed two Ole Miss Women’s
Council Scholarships that provide funding, leadership training and mentorship to student recipients.
One scholarship is dedicated to Waldorf ’s mother,
Julia Grimes, and the other is named for Dr. Louis
Pojman, formerly with the Department of Philosophy and Religion. Waldorf is also a member of the
Ole Miss Women’s Council.

National
Scholars
more stories, photos and videos at viewfromventress.org

Brandon Russell

or medical school.

After graduating from UM in 2008 with the B.S. in
chemistry, Goldwater award recipient Brandon Russell was accepted for graduate studies at the University of Michigan, Harvard University and
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).
“In the end I decided to go to MIT mostly
because of how great my experience was when I
interned there as an undergraduate,” Russell said. “In
the spring of 2009 I was awarded a National Science
Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship to fund
my work for three years.”
During his internship he has worked with professor Peter Dedon on nitric oxide, a toxin that the
immune system creates to fight off infections.
“There’s been evidence for a while that having a
long-term infection predisposes a
person to cancer in the infected
part of the body, but the reason
for that link still isn’t clear,”
Russell said. “The hypothesis I
was working on was that
chronically high levels of
nitric oxide can damage
DNA in healthy cells and
cause mutations that lead to
cancer. My work showed
that there was almost no
DNA damage in human
cells exposed to nitric
oxide, even at very high
Brandon
Russell
doses.”
Similar findings by others in the
Dedon lab eventually led them to look at other biological molecules for a possible link, and that’s what
Russell found when he returned to MIT for graduate
school.
“I joined Pete’s lab officially and started working
on a project looking at the changes in RNA that take
place during infection,” Russell said. “The eventual
goal is to develop new targets for antibiotic development and/or for diagnostic tests for infections.”
Russell is considering multiple avenues for his
next career step, including a master’s in public health

Jesse L. White Jr.
Jesse L. White Jr., class of 1966, was the first Marshall Scholar from the University of Mississippi. After
receiving his B.A. in political science and history, the
Marshall helped fund his master’s degree in international relations from the University of Sussex, U.K.
He then earned a Ph.D. in political science from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).
White recently retired from a 30-year career in
regional economic development. During that time,
he worked at the Southern Growth Policies Board as
its executive director for eight years (1982-90), was a
private consultant for four years, headed up the
Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) for nine
years as its federal co-chairman (1994-2003), and
created and directed the University of North Carolina’s Office of Economic and Business
Development from 2004 until Jan. 1 of
this year.
“Heading up the ARC was one of the
highlights of my career,” White said. “After
being appointed by President Clinton and
confirmed by the Senate, we launched a
yearlong assessment of and strategic plan for
the region.
The plan resulted in a
greater emphasis on
entrepreneurship and
human resource development and was so
well received by Congress that the agency
was fully reauthorized for the first
time in almost 20
years.”
He also led a
multi-year effort
to create the
Delta Regional
Authority
(DRA), based on
hite Jr.
the ARC model.
Jesse L. W

Samuel “Calvin” thigpen
Samuel “Calvin” Thigpen was named a Rhodes Scholar in 1998, and in
1999 the four-time letterman in cross country and track and field received
the NCAA’s top scholar-athlete award, the Walter Byers Award.
After graduating from UM in 1999 with a B.S. in chemistry, Thigpen
lived in England for two years while earning a B.A. in philosophy and psychology at Oxford University. He then went on to attend medical school at
the UM Medical Center (UMMC), becoming an M.D. in 2005 and chief
resident in internal medicine in 2008-09 at UMMC. In 2009, he began his
fellowship in hematology and oncology at UMMC. For
more about Thigpen, visit www. viewfromventress.org.
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Upon his return to Chapel Hill, he joined the UNC
School of Government to create training curricula for
state and local government officials, and helped create
the Office of Economic and Business Development.
“Our office facilitated the connections between
our faculty and students and the community economic development community in North Carolina,”
White said. “We did so by creating the Carolina
Economic Revitalization Corps, sponsoring research
on economic issues facing the state and holding a
monthly university-wide seminar on economic development. This job combined my lifetime interests in
postsecondary education and economic development.
I have always felt that colleges and universities are
tremendously underutilized resources in Southern
development because of our transition from a
‘brawn’ to a ‘brain’ economy.”
White’s career benefited Mississippi while he
worked with Gov. William Winter on the seminal
1986 Commission on the Future of the South
report, “Halfway Home and a Long Way to Go.”
More recently, UM Professor Emeritus of Sociology
Vaughn Grisham—a colleague of White’s for 25
years—invited White to serve on the McLean Institute for Community Development’s advisory board.
White visited Oxford this spring with the board to
discuss the future of the institute.

S e C t I o n

general pediatrics at the Children’s Hospital and
Medical Center in Seattle. Then he returned to
Mississippi from 1995-97 to work at the Northeast
Mississippi Family Health Center in Byhalia. Since
1997, he has been in practice with Pediatric
Healthcare in Loudon County, Va., where he is
now managing partner.
“I chose pediatrics because at one point it
became clear to me if you can make a difference
in the life of a child—yours or someone else’s—
that is one of the greatest things you can do,”
Moore said.

Keyana Mitchell Washington
Keyana Mitchell Washington received the Harry
S. Truman Scholarship in 2001 and graduated with
the B.S. in biological sciences in 2002. She moved to
Atlanta to attend the Emory University School of
Medicine, and during her third year there she decided that she wanted to gain a different perspective on
the issues and challenges that face the healthcare system, so she decided to pursue a dual degree.
She subsequently enrolled at the Emory University Rollins School of Public Health, where she
earned a master’s in public health. After completing
that course work, she returned to medical school to
complete her medical degree. She decided to stay in

Clen Damon M. Moore
Rhodes Scholar Clen Damon M. Moore, a 1986
graduate with a B.A. in English, describes himself as
a “small-town boy who is living my dream.”
He might also be described as a Renaissance
man. In addition to working as a community pediatrician in Virginia, he lifts weights, writes poetry and
actively supports nonprofit organizations ranging
from the Make-A-Wish Foundation board
of directors to the Adopt-A-Highway
cleanup program. Moore, who was a
member of the UM Concert Singers, has
performed for three seasons with the
Master Singers of Virginia. Related to
the medical field, he recently served as
a governor-appointed member of the
State of Virginia Child Fatality
Review Team and facilitates a group
for expectant fathers at Inova Loudoun Hospital.
He would put “family man”
high on his list of accomplishments. He is married to Susan
Clen
Damo
Swayze, Ph.D., who is an assisn M.
Moor
e
tant professor at George Washington
University, and the couple has two children, Lara,
7, and Jacob, 4.
Moore received a B.A. and an M.A. from Oxford
University before attending the Johns Hopkins
School of Medicine. He completed his residency in

www.viewfromventress.org
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Atlanta to complete her pediatric residency at Emory. She
finished residency in June 2010,
then joined Gwinnett Pediatrics
and Adolescent Medicine
(GPAM), a pediatric group in
Lawrenceville, a suburb of Atlanta.
Washington chose to become a pediatrician
because she loves children.
“I love the possibilities they present, the hope in
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Sam Watson
Sam Watson, who graduated from UM in 2008
with a B.A. in classics and B.S. in mathematics
and physics, and in 2009 with an M.S. in mathematics, went to the University of Cambridge
courtesy of a Gates Cambridge Fellowship before
going on this year to a prestigious National Science Foundation fellowship at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT). Watson also
received a Goldwater Scholarship in 2006.
In addition to his MIT fellowship research
this summer, Watson will work for a month at
Microsoft Research in Redmond, Wash., on a
range of problems in theoretical probability. For
more about Watson, visit
www.viewfromventress.org.

their eyes, their resilience,” she said. “I considered
becoming an obstetrician because I really enjoyed
delivering babies, but I found that once the baby was
delivered, I gravitated towards the warmer where the
infant was instead of staying with the mother.”
While being a pediatrician is very important to
her, Washington says her family comes first. She is
married to Cedric Washington, who is also a UM
graduate.
Please visit www.viewfromventress.org to view
our list of College of Liberal Arts national award
recipients, read extended versions of the above profiles, and link to stories written about them when
they received the awards. To add any missing names
to our list or provide additional updates,
please email libarts@olemiss.edu. V

News from the College of Liberal Arts

more stories, photos and videos at viewfromventress.org

Book wins MLA award

Spanish professor
named UM Humanities
Teacher of the Year

R

obert E. Cummings, director of the new Center
for Writing and Rhetoric, was awarded the Modern Language Association’s Mina P. Shaughnessy
Prize for his book “Lazy Virtues: Teaching Writing in the
Age of Wikipedia” (Vanderbilt University Press, 2009).
The prize, one of the MLA’s most prestigious honors,
is given for an outstanding work in the fields of language, culture, literacy or literature with strong application to the teaching of English.
The MLA citation reads:
“…Robert Cummings ventures critically, open-mindedly and thoughtfully into a new
frontier. [He] provides a sophisticated and original grounding of Commons-Based Peer Production in economic theory, rhetoric and information technology before offering it as
a practice and model for writing classrooms.”
“Bringing electronic audiences into the writing classroom
is exactly the kind of work we are undertaking at the Center
Robert Cummings
for Writing and Rhetoric,” Cummings said. “By selecting
writing as a focus for our QEP (Quality Enhancement Plan),
Ole Miss has shown once again that we are a special place dedicated to student learning, not afraid of taking on the toughest challenges in academia. I am proud to be part
of such a community.”
To view an interview with Cummings, visit www.viewfromventress.org. V

J

ason Klodt, associate professor of modern languages, was named the University of Mississippi’s 2010 Humanities Teacher of the Year, an award that
is co-sponsored by the College of Liberal Arts and the Mississippi Humanities Council.
As part of the award, Klodt gave a public lecture in the fall titled “Growing
Up on Film: Youth and Disaffection in Contemporary Spain.”
“Contemporary Spanish cinema presents youth as a brutal period of desperation and anomie, framing young
people as rudderless, self-destructive and a social
blight,” Klodt said. “The dynamics of this cinematic
representation expose Spain’s social wounds, such
as the failure of interdependency, the collapse of
the family and the impact of trauma on young
people. Moreover, when cinema casts youth as
a symbol of national anxieties, it posits questions about the future of Spain itself.” V
Jason Klodt

Faculty recognized for teaching excellence, concern for students

T

hree outstanding faculty members in the College of Liberal Arts have been selected as top
teachers: Beth Ann Fennelly, associate professor of English, was selected for Outstanding Teacher in
the College of Liberal Arts; Eric Thomas Weber, assistant professor of public policy leadership, received the
Cora Lee Graham Award for Outstanding Teacher of
Freshmen; and Katherine Fields, instructor of art, is
the inaugural recipient of the Outstanding Instructor
in the College of Liberal Arts.
The nomination letters followed a theme of selflessness, professional passion and individual attention
to students.

One student nominating Fennelly wrote, “When
I get advice from Fennelly, I know to think long and
hard on it because she has.” Another said, “I overhear
students speaking in hushed tones and lauding her
teaching. They tell each other, ‘Take anything she
teaches.’”
Of Weber, one wrote: “His approachable personality, desire to help students grow and—most of all—
his passion for education make him worthy of this
award.”
One student writing for Fields said, “She is
always willing to do anything above and beyond to
help you with being the best that you can be.”

Dean Glenn Hopkins (left) with Katherine
Fields, Beth Ann Fennelly and Eric Weber

kevin bain
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Fennelly said she felt “honored and gratified” to
have been selected.
“To me, it’s verification that the time and passion
I’ve invested in my teaching has been appreciated,”
she said. “Often, I feel that I’ve helped a student, and
sometimes one takes the time to tell me so. This recognition inspires me to continue believing that when
we teach with insight and passion, we can influence
the lives of our students for the better.”
Weber said, “It is a great honor to have been
selected for the Cora Lee Graham award. Its emphasis on the teaching of freshmen means a lot to me,
since freshmen are new on campus and have a lot to
juggle as they are introduced to college life. We
sometimes do not see the products of our teaching
until a few semesters pass, furthermore, so to be recognized for work with freshmen means that even
teachers’ early efforts are appreciated.”
Reacting to her selection, Fields said, “For me,
the recognition that comes with this inaugural award
is twofold. It is first an outward and visible sign that
my students, colleagues and alma mater are pleased
with my diligence toward teaching at Ole Miss. Secondly and most vitally, it provides an internal cue
confirming choices, as well as feeds my creative energies as an artist and educator.” V

www.viewfromventress.org

College faculty recognized with NSF CAREER awards
the physics and astrophysics of binary
systems containing black holes and/or
neutron stars (compact binaries).
These systems are among the most
promising sources of gravitational
waves to be detected by present and
future gravitational-wave observatories. His educational outreach goal is
to promote scientific education in
Mississippi and the recruitment of
minorities in the physical sciences
through lectures, multimedia presentations, hands-on physics demonstrations, and visits to the UM campus
and to the LIGO gravitational-wave
interferometer in Louisiana. HistoriNathan Hammer (left), Tamar Goulet and Emanuele Berti all hold NSF CAREER awards.
cally black colleges and universities,
the summer, more than 30 faculty, staff, and undercommunity colleges and schools in the Mississippi
graduate and graduate students participate in miniDelta particularly will be targeted.
courses and present lectures on their collaborative
Last year, Hammer received the CAREER award
theoretical and experimental research areas.
to spectroscopically track the evolution of noncovaHammer, Berti and Goulet all recognize the
lent interactions from the single molecule level to the
importance of the award, not only for themselves but
condensed phases.
also for the university they represent.
“What that means is that my research group and
“Winning this award is a tremendous honor to
I study how molecules interact with each other in a
both myself and to the University of Mississippi
variety of environments,” he said. “The molecules we
because it suggests that I have excelled as both teachstudy include biological building blocks and syntheter and scholar and that Ole Miss fosters an environic precursors.”
ment where young faculty can succeed at a national
Hammer’s award includes his direction of the
level of excellence,” Hammer said. V
Physical Chemistry Summer Research program. Over
RobeRt JoRdan

T

hree faculty members in the College of Liberal Arts are holders of the National Science
Foundation’s prestigious Early Career Development (CAREER) Award. The award supports those
who most effectively integrate research and education.
“I am overjoyed,” said Emanuele Berti, assistant
professor in the Department of Physics and Astronomy, who received the award this spring for his research
on black holes. “CAREER awards are very competitive. This year only about 15 percent of the applicants,
many of them from the most prestigious research institutions in the United States, received an award. Now I
must work to live up to the expectations in terms of
research quality, education and outreach.”
In addition to Berti, Tamar Goulet, associate
professor of biology, received the award in 2008;
Nathan Hammer, assistant professor of chemistry
and biochemistry, received it in 2010.
“The NSF recognizes one’s ability in research and
in education, a recognition that is rewarding and fulfilling,” Goulet said. “I knew that my career would
forever be changed by receiving this CAREER award.”
Goulet’s research is focused on the physiology of
octocorals in the Caribbean, including their ability to
cope with global climate change. In addition to
research, awards include educational components.
For Goulet, that means teaching a symbiosis course
and working with teachers in K-12 schools to explain
the topic of symbiosis to students.
Berti’s CAREER award supports his research on

History professor receives
prestigious award for second time

contRibuted

S

Charles Eagles (right) receives the Lillian Smith Award for his
book “The Price of Defiance: James Meredith and the Integration
of Ole Miss.”

www.viewfromventress.org

eventeen years ago, Charles Eagles received a
Lillian Smith Award for his extensively
researched book about the civil rights movement in Alabama. The history professor earned the
honor again in fall 2010, this time for his work
chronicling events leading to the integration of the
University of Mississippi nearly 50 years ago.
He is the first scholar to win the Smith award twice.
Eagles, the William F. Winter Professor of History, accepted the award for nonfiction at the 2010
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Decatur Book Festival.
His book, “The Price of Defiance: James Meredith
and the Integration of Ole Miss” (University of
North Carolina Press, 2009), also received the 2010
nonfiction award from the Mississippi Institute of
Arts and Letters and the McLemore Prize from the
Mississippi Historical Society.
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“Dr. Eagles provides the most insightful characterization we have of the enigmatic and controversial
James Meredith,” said P. Toby Graham of the University of Georgia, who was one of the jurors for the
award. “His coverage of Gov. Barnett is so even-handed and credible as to have the effect of making [him]
seem an even less sympathetic character than had
Eagles used hyperbole in describing him. Dr. Eagles
has written a remarkable and unflinching history of
the institution for which he works.”
The Lillian Smith Award was established by the
Atlanta-based Southern Regional Council shortly after
the death of the Georgia author in 1966. The award is
presented annually to authors whose books are outstanding creative achievements that demonstrate through literary merit and moral vision an honest representation of
the South, its people, problems and promises. V
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Psychology major
‘lifts as she climbs’

A

nathan latil

‘The Uganda Project’ staged on campus

T

wo professors from different disciplines partnered this spring to bring their experiences in Africa to university audiences through dance and photography. In February, Mississippi: The Dance Company presented “The Uganda Project: Come & See—Go & Tell,” a multimedia dance performance that was a
collaboration between Jennifer Mizenko, professor of theatre arts, and Brooke White, assistant professor of art. To
see Mizenko and White share their experiences with the Uganda Project, go to www.viewfromventress.org. V

Chemistry professor tracks mercury
with instruments unique to region

T

he Environmental Protection Agency estimates that one in six American women has
enough mercury in her body to put her child
at risk should she become pregnant. Therefore, detecting and reducing mercury emissions is important
to public health. Chemistry professor James Cizdziel
is involved in cutting edge scientific research designed
to measure mercury emissions and determine their
origins.
Since arriving at UM in 2008, Cizdziel has
attracted external funds including EPA grants and
the National Science Foundation Major Research
Instrumentation Award. Cizdziel is an analytical
chemist whose work measuring different pollutants
in the environment tends to be interdisciplinary in
nature. And, his research program helps train the
next generation of scientists. For example, one group
of students worked on heavy metal contaminants
from the BP oil spill.
“I’m continuing to do primarily environmentally
related research, and I’m establishing collaborations
with others on campus and in the region to utilize our
new capabilities,” Cizdziel said. “I convinced the
National Science Foundation that we could develop a
first-rate trace element research center for the MidSouth region if we could acquire a high-resolution
inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometer. This
state-of-the art instrument, housed in Coulter Hall, is
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Christin Gates (left) and
Laura Johnson
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senior psychology major has developed an avocation to help erase the inequities and inadequacies
of the Mississippi public education system through
policymaking and social advocacy, using skills she has
honed in the College of Liberal Arts.
“One thing I love about Ole Miss is the value it places
on servant leadership,” said Christin Gates of Kosciusko.
“Beyond the classroom, I feel the sentiment of the university is to go beyond reading and writing, to taking the
knowledge gained and making an impact on those around
you. This value aligns with part of my favorite quote by
Mary Church Terrell, ‘Lift as you climb.””
Gates especially is interested in cross-cultural psychology. She credits Laura Johnson, associate professor of psychology, for providing “the spark that lit the fire for me to
expand beyond what I imagined was possible.”
“Through her [Johnson’s] multicultural psychology
class and as a member of her research team, I have been
able to find the vocabulary and language to effectively promote social justice and diversity issues,” Gates said. “Since I
have learned to understand the patterns and motivations of
people, how we think and operate, I believe it will give me
an advantage in how I communicate with others in my
future career as a policymaker.”
Gates has been accepted to Harvard’s Graduate School
of Education, where she will work toward a Master of
Education in educational policy and management. Johnson supports her decision to attend graduate school.
“Christin has been a joy to work with, exactly the kind
of student that keeps me passionate about my own work,”
Johnson said. “She has the perfect combination of social-justice values, intellectual acumen and ability to build diverse
constituencies that are the hallmarks of a great leader and
change agent, especially in our multicultural society. I am
sure she will contribute to successful public-policy initiatives
that make a positive difference in the lives of many.” V

James Cizdziel

the only one of its type in our region. I have a graduate student helping me analyze a wide variety of samples for researchers and industrial clients who don’t
have such equipment.”
UM also has equipment that monitors mercury
species in the air. Emissions, especially from coal-fired
power plants, are leading to a general increase in mercury in the environment.
“Mercury gets put in the air and disburses globally,” Cizdziel said. “There are subtle differences in isotope ratios from one deposit of coal than another. The
technology now can measure these isotopic signatures.
It is kind of like fingerprints for mercury stemming
from different sources. Once you have those fingerprints, you can follow the mercury.” V

www.viewfromventress.org

Neuroscience minor meets demand for education about the brain

kevin bain

C

urrent college students grew up in the
“Decade of the Brain,” a time of intense
focus on brain science from 1990 to 2000
that was encouraged in a presidential proclamation by
George H.W. Bush. Since that time the scope and
demand for neuroscience education has continued to
grow.
The labs of faculty members involved in neuroscience research are inundated with students interested
in gaining knowledge and practical skills in the field.
The College of Liberal Arts responded by creating a
new interdisciplinary minor in neuroscience that will
begin in fall 2011.
Lainy Day, the biology assistant professor who is
director of the neuroscience minor, said the new
minor will steer students to the best courses to develop their knowledge. Because the courses include possibilities in exercise science, communicative disorders,
biology and psychology, as well as training in neuroscience-related labs across campus, the minor will
appeal to students who want applied training, as well
as those looking for a more academic experience with

Professor Lainy Day (center) and biology students examine an image of a
brain. Lab experience is a requirement of the new minor in neuroscience.

focus in neurosciences varying from the molecular to
the behavioral.
“I believe that graduate schools and medical
schools will better be able to recognize a student’s
focus with the neuroscience minor,” Day said. “Additionally, the minor’s emphasis on lab experience and
courses using primary literature will prepare students

well for graduate school and medical school. Lastly,
students can spread courses and training experiences
across departments and schools to suit their interests.”
Biology graduate student Madeline Coltharp sees
the value in the new minor.
“I feel this minor could be very useful for biology
majors, especially those going into medicine or other
medical-related fields,” said Coltharp, who graduated
from UM in 2010 with a B.S. in biology and a B.A.
in psychology. “It could give them an advantage over
others because it is a complicated system to master. It
could also be useful for anyone going into a graduate
program in neuroscience, neuroendocrinology or even
animal behavior. Outside of the biology department,
many exercise science or psychology majors could
greatly benefit from this minor, as well.”
Day said the goal of the minor is to expand the
resources available to such students, to guide students
in their quest to obtain neuroscience knowledge, and
to spread the awareness and opportunities of neuroscience education to students who may not have come
to the discipline on their own. V

New cinema minor puts lens on media-rich world
ings might be gained, depending on the
subject of the course,” Arrivée said. “Certainly, one understanding is that of the culture and time that produces a particular
work or group of works within a cinematic
movement. But works of cinema may be
compared with other works, such as works
of literature or art, or may be seen through
the lens of gender or of a particular political movement. The possibilities are almost
limitless because cinema studies is not so
much a subject within itself but a way of
seeing the world.”
All students enrolled in the cinema
Cinema students produce a film in a local Oxford establishment.
minor, whether concentrating on production or studies, are required to take some
of the choices filmmakers have made concerning subject
courses on the production side. They learn the sysand aesthetic. Students take in these examples and reintems and tools of the industry by taking theory into
vent them to form their own approaches.
the field and actually making movies.
“This is exciting to me because this will deterStudents who wish to make their own movies can
mine the cinema of the future,” Arrivée said. V
find almost limitless examples within the study of cinema
contributed

B

ecause we live in an increasingly media-rich
world, most professions involve cinema to some
extent. The College of Liberal Arts will respond
to the times and answer student demand by offering an
interdisciplinary cinema minor in fall 2011.
“The cinema minor is a natural combination with
many majors, considering how many subjects are represented through cinema or involve the use of cinema,” said Alan Arrivée, assistant professor of theatre
arts and director of the cinema minor.
Many popular courses related to cinema were
already being taught, including cinema studies courses
such as Shakespeare on Film, Religion in Film, Italian
Cinema, the South in Film, and Studies in Documentary Field Work. Cinema production courses include
digital video, screenwriting, directing, editing and acting. The cinema minor brings these courses together
in a structure that guides students toward a more systematic study.
“Cinema studies potentially involves so many subjects that an almost unlimited number of understand-

Lauryn DuValle helped Booker T. Washington High School students in Memphis produce a film for
the White House’s Race to the Top Commencement Challenge. The school won, and students

Cinema student

were rewarded with a visit from President Barack Obama. Visit www.viewfromventress.org to see the film.
www.viewfromventress.org
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more stories, photos and videos at viewfromventress.org

Alumni give rare Civil War book collection to UM Libraries

D

.J. Canale of Memphis, a retired neurosurgeon, has spent years collecting rare books
related to Civil War history, particularly the
medical treatment of soldiers in the field. The collec-

kevin bain

Dr. and Mrs. D.J. Canale
with Jennifer Ford

tion is now available to researchers and the general
public with its donation to the University of Mississippi by Dr. Canale and his wife, Janet.
“Dr. and Mrs. Canale’s gift of more than 100
items is the largest donation of Civil War-era medical
and nonmedical books and treatises to the Archives,”
said Jennifer Ford, director of the J.D. Williams
Library’s Archives and Special Collections. “It fills a
gap in our collection and is a very significant contribution to the department. We are honored
that they chose the University of Mississippi as
a home for this wonderful collection.”
The donation of books comes as many
libraries, organizations and historians mark
the sesquicentennial of the Civil War in
2011. The J.D. Williams Library also is
adjacent to the university’s first building,
the iconic Lyceum, which served as a hospital to both sides during the conflict.
Canale, who also has collected rare
books on other subjects for decades, sold
a large group of his books in the last
few years at Christie’s and Swann
Auction Galleries in New York but

felt his Civil War-related books should be kept together. When he read about a gift that alumnus Don Barrett of Lexington had made to support UM’s new
Center for Civil War Research, Canale said he visited
the Oxford campus, met with John Neff, associate
professor of history and center director, and decided
the books should become part of Archives and Special
Collections.
“My book collection is composed of first editions
and primary sources, and I am really pleased to keep
the collection together,” the physician said. “After I
decided the J.D. Williams Library would be a perfect
home, I also learned that Jennifer Ford’s doctoral studies focused on the Civil War. My collection is not
entirely medically related; I made a conscious effort to
obtain other rare books related to the Confederacy
because my two great-grandfathers fought in this war.”
Canale, who retired 11 years ago, earned his
undergraduate and medical degrees from the University of Tennessee and completed his residency at the
Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit, Mich. He and his
wife are the parents of three grown sons, including
one, Stuart Jay Canale of Memphis, who received
undergraduate and Juris Doctor degrees from UM. V

Renowned philanthropist creates new speaker series at UM

T

we have great admiration and affection.”
Although Gilder did not attend the
University of Mississippi, his grandfather,
Joseph Moyse, was enrolled at the university around the turn of the 20th century. Gilder’s wife, Lois Chiles, has two
nieces pursuing degrees at UM.
From Philadelphia and Jackson, Miss.,
respectively, both Dan and Lou Jordan
earned undergraduate and graduate degrees
in history from UM, and Dan received a
doctoral degree in history from the University of Virginia. During his time as presiDan Jordan (left), Lou Jordan, Lois Chiles and Dick Gilder have created the
dent of the Thomas Jefferson Foundation,
Gilder-Jordan Speaker Series in Southern Cultural History.
Dan Jordan revolutionized the organization’s efforts in fundraising, historic preserbuild on our established strengths in history, Southern
vation, scholarship, education and
studies and African-American studies by helping our
community outreach. Lou Jordan, an artist, also contribstudents, faculty and wider community deepen our
uted significantly to Monticello’s programs and activities.
understanding of our heritage as Americans.”
“We are profoundly grateful to Mr. Gilder for his
To learn more about Richard Gilder’s extensive
generous gift, which will allow our students and faculsupport of national heritage initiatives and his
ty the opportunity to engage with the best scholars in
involvement in programs that promote American hisAmerican history and studies programs from other
tory at universities around the country, visit
institutions around the country,” said UM Chancellor
www.viewfromventress.org. V
Dan Jones. “This new lecture series will significantly
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hanks to a $200,000 gift from a National
Humanities Medal winner, the names of two
visionaries in the study, teaching and preservation of American history grace a new University of
Mississippi lecture series.
With an extraordinary record of supporting the
humanities, New York philanthropist and investor
Richard Gilder created the Gilder-Jordan Speaker Series
in Southern Cultural History. As a result of the lectureship—which honors Gilder’s family as well as his
friends, Dan and Lou Jordan of Charlottesville, Va.—
UM will begin to invite renowned scholars to campus
for lectures and discussions with students, faculty and
the community at large. Barbara Fields, professor of
history at Columbia University, delivered the inaugural
Gilder-Jordan Lecture in Southern History in March
titled “Racecraft and the History of the South.”
“No individual has done more to support teachers
of American history and to enhance an appreciation
of our national heritage than Dick Gilder,” said Dan
Jordan, who served from 1985 through 2008 as president of the Thomas Jefferson Foundation, which
owns Jefferson’s Virginia home, Monticello. “Lou and
I are deeply honored to have our family name linked
at our alma mater with that of Dick Gilder, for whom

The College of Liberal Arts is grateful to the following Ventress Order donors
(names reflect gifts made between January 1, 2010 – December 31, 2010):
Patron
Hunter Public Relations
Jim N. Nicks of Riverchase, Inc.
William A. McMinn
Mountain Valley Spring Co., LLC
National Peanut Board
Eliza and Michael Olander
R&B Feder Charitable Foundation
Joyce H. Spradling
Viking Range Corp.
Benefactor
Anson Mills
Betty Becher
Big Apple Barbeque Block Party
Biltmore Estate Wine Co.
Gertrude C. Ford Foundation
Rekha and Jonathan Hagen
Mary D. and Samuel B. Haskell III
Institute for American Values
Michael T. Klank
Lodge Manufacturing Co.
Sean Manning
Danny Meyer
Jan and William D. Mounger
Poole’s Downtown Diner
Grace E. and David A. Rich
Brook Smith
The Fertel Family Foundation
Suzanne and Larry Turley
Polly F. and Parham Williams Jr.
(1st Lt.)
Executive
Brenda K. and Lee Baumann
Kyra K. Bishop
Virginia F. and James G. Brooks
Mary L. and Steve Cockerham
Duncan-Williams, Inc.
Sonya and Bradford J. Dye III
Donna B. and Brad J. Dye Jr.

ExxonMobil Foundation
FedEx Corp.
Gannett Foundation
Lynne and Gene N. Howell Jr.
Brian McHenry
Dennis E. Moore
James C. Ratcliff Jr.
State of Mississippi Department of
Finance & Administration
Dwight L. Tays
Noell and Gary M. Wilson
Advocate
Barbara D. and David W. Arnold
Atticus Trust
Kathryn B. Black
D. M. Cockrell
Susan E. Longest
Linda D. and Alexander
MacCormack
Charles R. McMurchy
Michael F. Metcalf
Michelle H. Oakes
Rose L. and Henry Paris
J. G. Perkins
Linda F. and Michael E. Riley
Sanderson Farms
Sara M. and William M. Shoemaker Jr.
Frank Stitt
The Tasting Cultures Foundation Inc.
Babs and Gregory A. Ton
Susan M. Marchant and Ronald F.
Vernon
Virginia B. and Eddie S. Wilson
Associate
Nancy L. Ashley
Michael L. Baker
Wilson P. Barton III
Thelma S. and Michael Blair
J. S. Blake

Norma S. Bourdeaux
Graham G. Boyd
Shawn S. and David E. Brevard
Alfred H. Bryant
Edward J. Upton and Joe T. Cantu
Catherine C. Cook
James L. and James L. Crosthwait
Lara M. and Vance P. Derryberry
Cathy L. and John D. Duncan
William F. Earthman III
Frances B. Elliott
Ergon Inc.
Janet G. and S. L. Farrington
Fine Arts Institute of Mississippi
Karen F. and Richard G. Forgette
Emily C. and Lawrence M. Furlong
Lynn C. and Stewart Gammill III
John D. Griffin
Susan H. and G. O. Griffith Jr.
Julia R. and George Grimes
Hugh S. Harris Jr.
Patricia M. and James R. Herndon
Edward Hobbs
Carol M. and Glenn W. Hopkins
Patricia S. and W. B. Hopson Jr.
Lydia and Daniel W. Jones
Jamie B. and Ernest Joyner III
Eugenia and A. L. Lamar
Pamela B. and William F. Lawhead
Donald P. Linke
Diane W. and Steven G. McKinney
Barbara and Dwayne McLemore
Lynn S. and W. H. McMullan
Donna G. and Eric A. McVey III
Mechanics Bank
Millipore Foundation
Karen C. and Robert S. Montjoy
Carol S. Moore
Deborah F. McAbee and J. B. Morris
Joe Osgoode and Ronald D. Nurnberg

Pat r o n ................................... $25,000+
B e n e fa c t o r .......... $10,000-$24,999
E x e c u t i v e ................... $5,000-$9,999

Ronald D. Nurnberg and Joe
Osgoode
John N. Palmer
Julia R. and R. A. Peace Sr.
William E. Pegues III
Leslie and James Powers
Prudential Foundation
Rene E. Pulliam
Susan S. and William H. Rigby Jr.
Janette H. Robertson
Carolyn J. Ross
Stephen E. Rowell
Rita M. and Max P. Sanders
Elaine H. Scott
Shell Oil Company Foundation
Leah and James Shollenberger
Joyce Sidorfsky
Celeste F. Spencer
Square Books
Sugaree’s Bakery
William B. Thompson
UM Alumni Association
Jenny L. and Dennis E. Watts
Patricia C. White
Thomas W. Williams Jr.
Steward
Ann J. and H. D. Abadie
Rebecca P. and Carey W. Allen
James M. Allen
American Legion Boys State Inc.
Dan T. Ballard
Barksdale Reading Institute, LLC
Susan H. and Brett R. Bartlett
Anna M. Berryhill
Betty W. and John D. Blaylock
Linda S. and Robert T. Bobo
Leslie B. Brewer
Jennifer W. Bridges
Lissa L. and Adam H. Broome
Glenda P. and John D. Burk

A d v o c at e .................... $2,500-$4,999
A s s o c i at e .................. $1,000-$2,499
S t e w a r d ............................ $500-$999

Nelson M. Carpenter
Cedric V. Chinn
James R. Cox Jr.
Rebecca M. Currence
Angela P. and Mark W. Davis
Nan G. and Thomas R. Davis
Judy and David I. Doorenbos
Jean C. Douglas
Melanie W. and Michael E. Dowell
Edna E. Edwards
Entergy Corp.
Carl R. and Carl R. Fletcher III
Martha and Paul Fogleman
Barbara P. and Robert H. Foulkes
Frank P. Brown Family Trust
Tom T. Gallaher
James C. Garvin
Roderick Givens
Nancy H. Goldman
Sara D. and Anthony J. Goretski Jr.
Ann H. Gresham
Laura E. and William W. Gresham III
Greystone Foundation
Dorothy S. and Charles B. Hargrove
Nancy Harrelson
Lynn C. and James H. Harris
Nola and Arnold J. Herring
Joan and Bennie F. Hollis
Kim M. Huch
Susan S. and Robert A. Hume Jr.
Cammiel W. and James L. Hussey
Jr.
Deanna W. and Scott Jones
Jennifer T. and David Kincaid
Robert C. Lea
Wesla S. Leech
William H. Leech
Lincoln Financial Group Foundation
Jeremy L. Linton
Albert W. Lyle II
Donna W. and John R. McCommon

Leighton W. and D. C. McCool Jr.
Bonnie K. and David H. McElreath
Margaret E. McGuire
Samuel C. McKay
Brian R. McNeill
Becky W. and Edwin E. Meek
Marie S. and George I. Melichar
Mildren Miller Fort Foundation, Inc.
Jennifer S. Moffitt
Michael C. Moore
Nancy W. and Paul W. Murrill
Jane Kerr G. and Robert B. Nance III
Net Lease Developers, LLC
Shawn P. O’Bannon
A. C. Oliveros Jr.
Beverly J. Pierce
Virginia H. and Dale G. Read
Alan F. Rothschild Jr.
Lynn P. and Dave A. Russell
Mary H. and Lucius F. Sams Jr.
Walter M. Shackelford
Margaret A. and John C. Sims
Deborah Smith
Southern Company Services
Rose and Hubert E. Spears Jr.
State Farm Cos. Foundation
Herb Stumberg
Ward and James C. Sumner
Paula L. Vaughan
Myra S. and Meredith M. Walker Jr.
Juliet H. and Gerald W. Walton
Elizabeth W. and Charles T. Webb
Jennifer I. Wilkinson
Joseph N. Wilkinson
Joan H. and David E. Willson
Nancy O. and Zebulon M. Winstead
Elise V. and William F. Winter
Yoknapatawpha Arts Council

Development for college under new leadership

T

wo development officers will work to raise
funds for the College of Liberal Arts.
Denson Hollis is leading efforts to attract
private funds for the College of Liberal Arts as its new
associate director of development. Gifts for liberal arts
also are being sought by John
Festervand, another associate
director of development.
“We are very pleased to
have these two dedicated and
energetic development professionals working with our
alumni and friends to build
relationships and encourage
Denson Hollis
contributions to the College
of Liberal Arts,” said Glenn
Hopkins, dean of liberal arts. “The college will continually be strengthened when our alumni and friends
are involved, and we look forward to Denson and

www.viewfromventress.org

John enhancing our efforts
to foster these important
bonds and support.”
“The College of Liberal
Arts has a wide base of generous alumni and friends,
who are deeply involved in
the life of the University of
Mississippi,” Hollis said. “It
is an honor to work with
John Festervand
these devoted supporters to
provide a margin of excellence and build on our academic reputation. Private
support is critical to the College of Liberal Arts with
shrinking state funding for higher education. I look
forward to matching the interests of alumni and
friends with needs on campus.”
Hollis, a Clarksdale native, received his bachelor’s
degree in political science from UM in 2001 and his
master’s degree in sports management from Georgia
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Southern University in 2004.
Festervand is the major gifts officer for the Meek
School of Journalism and New Media and also focuses
on building private support for liberal arts. He joined
UM in 2010.
“The College of Liberal Arts has a strong tradition
of producing outstanding graduates, who enjoy such
amazing careers and lives,” Festervand said. “Our stakeholders provide exceptional support, and I hope to
work to encourage even more involvement.”
Festervand, an Oxford native, holds a bachelor’s
degree in public relations from Middle Tennessee
State University, and a master’s degree in sports management and higher education administration from
the University of Alabama.
Alumni and others interested in supporting the
College of Liberal Arts may contact Denson Hollis
at 662-915-5092, email dhollis@olemiss.edu, or
John Festervand at 662-915-1757, email jfesterv@
olemiss.com. V
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S

o many great things are going
on in the College of Liberal
Arts that we do not have space
to include all of it in this newsletter.
Fortunately, we are able to showcase
more College news in View from
Ventress Online. To learn more, visit
www.viewfromventress.org, where
you will find extended versions of
many of the stories here, as well as
online-only stories, video clips,
photo slide shows and podcasts.
Here’s a sample of what you’ll
find:

➡

Cyril “Cy” Rose
nblatt, instruct
or in the politica
ence departmen
l scit, was the inau
gural recipient
UM’s 2010 Exce
of
llence in Advis
in
g
adviser. Find ou
Award for a fa
culty
t why he dese
rves the recogn
ition.
Art student Ro
salynn Stovall,
who already ha
bachelor’s degr
sa
ee in English,
sees the conn
between good
ection
writing and go
od art. Learn
about her take
more
on self-expres
sion and the cr
process.
eative
Physics profes
sors Maribeth
Stolzenburg an
Marshall were
d Tom
featured in th
e March 2011
“Discover” mag
issue of
azine for their
work on lightni
physics. Read
ng
more about th
eir work, and
the “Discover”
link to
article.
Honors studen
t Margaret Hu
tter combined
Spanish and jo
her
urnalism major
s to complete
honors thesis
her
on censorship
in the Spanish
Read more ab
press.
out her pursui
t of a dual maj
or.
Multidisciplinar
y courses offe
red in the Depa
of Sociology an
rtment
d Anthropology
provide a plat
for active, expe
form
riential learning
. See how the
disciplinary ap
interproach is bene
fiting students
.
For many peop
le, mathematics
and a foreign
language such
as Spanish are
two very diffe
fields. Find ou
rent
t how, for seni
or Reed Gilbow
Cleveland, Miss
of
., they have a
common conn
ection.
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